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Antananarivo (MAD):AFRAM Communication and Bible Coordinators Meet
The joint meeting of the coordinators of Bible and Communication Apostolates of the
AFRAM Zone was held in Antananarivo, Madagascar from September 19-24, 2011
with the theme “Word of God, Communicating to Intercultural Societies”. There were
26 confreres who participated in the same, representing the provinces/ region/
missions of the Zone. This event was hosted by the Madagascar Region under the
leadership of Regional Fr. Siby Chacko JANARACKAL. The meeting was organized
by Frs. Sebastian QUADROS, Zonal Coordinator for Bible and Fr. Miroslaw
WOLODKO, Zonal Coordinator for Communication. Generalate Coordinators Fr.
Lukas JUA (Bible) and Fr. Thomas KALLANCHIRA, (Communication) and Fr. Xene
SANCHEZ, AFRAM Zonal Coordinator also participated. Bishop Gaspard MUDISO,
SVD of Kenge (CNG), one of the participants of the meeting, gave the Key-Note
address on “Verbum Domini”, the Post- Synodal Apostolic Exhortation. During the
meeting, Fr. Jua presented a paper on “Biblical apostolate at the service of
interculturality”, and Fr. Kallanchira on “Communication Ministry — Sharing
Intercultural Life and Mission”.
The inaugural Eucharist for the meeting was presided by Archbishop Odon
Razanakolona of Antananarivo who lauded the dedicated service of the Divine Word
Missionaries in Madagascar. One evening, as a postdinner event, Mr. Hippolyte, Ex-
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Madagascar gave a talk, especially presenting the
political crisis in the country. On the final day of the meetings, the concluding
Eucharist was presided over by Mgr. Eugene Martin, Apostolic Nuncio to
Madagascar and Indian Ocean.
During the meeting the coordinators of Communication and Biblical Apostolates
shared experiences and formulated recommendations and action plans for the next
triennium. These recommendations and action plans will be featured in the next issue
of Arnoldus Nota.

Fr. Thomas Kallanchira

Page 1



AFRAM BPM / COMM 2011 2011 Workshop Madagascar / Antananarivo

BPM and Communication Coordinators' Workshop - Mad agascar 2011

"Communicating Word of God to Intercultural Societiesgds the theme chosen for the
BPM and Communication Coordinators workshop held at Maison Episcopat,
Antananarivo-Madagascar from 18th -24th Sept 2011. There were 26 participants -
AFRAM BPM & Communication Coordinators, the Generalate coordinators for
Biblical Apostolate and Communication, the Zonal Coordinator, Fr. Xene Sanchez
and the Bishop of Kenge Diocese Mgr. Gaspard Mudiso.

The Workshop started with a well-prepared Bible Enthronement ceremony, followed
by the welcome address of Madagascar Regional, Fr. Siby Chacko, SVD. Fr.
Sebastian, the organizer of the workshop, got approval of the agenda and explained
the formalities of the workshop. In the opening Eucharistic celebration, Mgr. Odon,
the Archbishop of Antananarivo, thanked SVDs presence in Madagascar and
thanked for hosting the workshop in his diocese.

There were both separate and joint sessions for the participants of BPM and
Communication Coordinators. In the separate session, the reports of each province/
region/ mission were discussed and there were also input sessions.

In the joint sessions, Mgr Gaspard Mudiso, highlighted the importance of the Papal
Document- VERBUM DOMINI in the Bible Apostolate. The forthcoming General
Chapter Theme and other aspects for the Biblical and Communication Apostolate
were discussed. Mr. Hippolyte, an ex-Foreign Affairs' Minister of Madagascar, talked
about the Christianity and Political Crisis in Madagascar.

In the closing Eucharistic Celebration, Mgr. Eugene Martin Nugent, the papal nuncio
to Madagascar, reminded about the proclamation of the Word to the World and also
spoke about the priestly scandal in the church. After the workshop, some confreres
took time to visit the Formation Centre (Fianarantsoa) and Regional House and other
mission stations in Mananjary. All the participants were happy about the organization
and the venue and they went back home with a sense of satisfaction and fulfilment.
Long live AFRAM BPM and Communication Apostolate!

The following are the important recommendations made by the participants. We
request each and every confrere in AFRAM Zone to read, reflect and react and then
try to implement them in their provinces/ region /missions accordingly. Thank you

Fr. Sebastian Quadros, SVD
AFRAM Area Coordinator for BPM.
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AFRAM BPM/COMM Common Recommendations

1. We recommend to the outgoing and incoming administration as well as the
Coordinators of the four dimensions to make every effort to maintain continuity of
programs and activities when changes of leadership of our characteristic
dimensions take place. The time of transition should be clearly set and observed.

2. We recommend to the Formators and Coordinators that the characteristic
dimensions be considered an integral part of our initial formation so that our
formandi be exposed to and get involved in the activities of the coordinators.

3. We recommend that Provincial/regional/mission superiors convoke regular
meetings with the coordinators of the four dimensions for common planning and
evaluation, to identify and create common platforms of cooperation for all our
characteristic dimensions. This might include shared projects, means, and
locations. The proclamation of the Word of God should permeate, transcend and
focus all our activities.

4. We recommend the increase of communication and exchange of information
taking place through our zonal website (www.svdafram.org). Materials relevant to
our missionary efforts should be made available there. Each province should have
its own website as well.
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AFRAM BPM Recommendations

1. We recommend that SVD BPM promotes the Word of God as foundation for
tolerant, peaceful and united intercultural society.

2. We recommend that Bible Sharing, Lectio Divina, and other Word centered
practices be reintroduced in the communities where they have been neglected
and be practiced regularly, at least once a month.

3. We recommend that the Basic Bible Seminar be the base for BPM in AFRAM
Zone.

4. We recommend that every SVD Mission/Region/Province reflects together on
Verbum Domini and implements it in our concrete situation/context.

5. We recommend that every SVD confrere engaged in preaching ministry reflects
and implements in his proclamation Verbum Domini (VD) #59 which states that
“the homily is a means of bringing the scriptural message to life in a way that
helps the faithful to realize that God’'s word is present and at work in their
everyday lives.”

6. We recommend greater cooperation and communication between BPM
coordinators and institutions like LUMKO, CEBILO, VERBUM BIBLE, Centre
Biblique LILOBA, etc. Their activities could be extended to more provinces. It is
advisable that the Director of VB be present in the BPM meeting.

7. We recommend creation of database of Biblical materials which would be
available free of charge on the Zonal Website as well as production of such
materials for the common use.

ANTANANARIC, MADAﬁASCAR Nl
18- 24 69T 201

Coordinators of Bible Apostolate of the AFRAM Zone
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AFRAM Communication Coordinators Recommendations 2011

We, the coordinators of communication in the AFRAM Zone, having come together
for our workshop in Madagascar from September 18 — 24, 2011 are convinced that
the basic purpose of communication is to create communion between persons, ad
intra and ad extra.

1.

We recommend that communication coordinators should organize activities aimed
at verbal communication (preaching, catechesis), ritual communication (liturgy),
interpersonal communication (animation), written communication (journalism),
media education, recollections and retreats based on communication. This should
be implemented from the beginning of formation. (pro 9 — contra 0)

In the context of primary evangelization, we recommend to promote and preserve
the positive values of the native cultures, through all communication activities
(using both traditional and modern means). (pro 9 — contra 0)

We recommend that updates concerning the new developments in Mass Media
should be organized in our Provinces, for interested confreres, at least once in
this triennium.
(pro 9 — contra 0)

We recommend that whenever possible there should be subzonal meetings for
planning, sharing of ideas, materials and learning from one another. (pro 9 —
contra 0)

We recommend that proportional and consistent financial support for
communication projects and activities be provided by the
Provincial/Regional/Mission Administration. (pro 9 — contra 0)

We recommend that individual initiatives and creativity be encouraged, provided
they serve the common interest of our SVD Mission. (pro 9 — contra 0)
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AFRAM Communication Action Plan 201171 2014

1. In view of the 17th general chapter, to promote communion and inculturation,
each Province makes use of its website for ad-extra communication and we
reinforce AFRAM website for ad-intra communication. We commit ourselves to
exchange news, materials, information and technical advice regularly (after every
2-3 months). (pro 9 — contra 0)

2. Each Province should have regular newsletter (at least 4 times a year) featuring
the life and mission of the Province/Region/Mission. It is highly encouraged that
each coordinator of every dimension contributes to this newsletter. (pro 9 — contra
0)

3. Each Province/Region/Mission contributes regularly news and events to Arnoldus
Nota. Send to: (arnoldus@verbodivino.it) (pro 9 — contra 0)

4. Organize a seminar/workshop/recollection on interpersonal communication as
part of our ad-intra life and mission. (pro 8 — contra 0)

5. In collaboration with other dimensions, organize a seminar/workshop/recollection
on communion, reconciliation, solidarity, justice and peace and public awareness
for the “Friends of SVD”/laity as part of our ad-extra mission. (pro 9 — contra 0)

For the next AFRAM Communication workshop we propose South Africa in
2014.

- VDR B COMMONCATIN CORDNATORS
ANTANANARIVO, MADAGASCAR
18- 24 SEPT 2011

Coordinators of Communication Apostolate of the AFRAM Zone
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